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But the Elector Charles of Bavaria, one of the few European rulers who had not
pledged himself to see that Maria Theresa enjoyed quiet possession of her father's
possessions, contested both the archduchess's succession to the Austrian possession
and also Francis' claim to the imperial dignity; and behind him stood France
and Spain. With the British public Maria Theresa's cause was intensely popular :
a good understanding with Austria had for long enough been one of the planks
in the Whig platform. George himself, actuated by the traditional Hanoverian
mistrust of Prussia and eager to appear in the role of champion of a much-
wronged, defenceless woman, would not have hesitated for a moment to engage
Both Great Britain and Hanover on the Austrian side; but Walpole was still
powerful enough to urge caution upon his royal master; and it was on his advice
that George in April 1741 offered to mediate between the Austrian archduchess
and the Prussian king. The moment was propitious. Frederick had let it be
known that he would support Austria against France, and cast his vote in Francis'
favour at the imperial election if Maria Theresa would consent to his retention
of Silesia; but that was precisely what she was not prepared to do ; and while
the Austrian ministers played for time Frederick lost patience and concluded
an alliance with France, whereby the French recognised his conquest of Silesia
on the understanding that he would support the imperial claims of Charles of
Bavaria.

George himself thereupon determined to try his hand at unravelling the
tangled skein of Austro-Prussian relations, and contrary to Walpole's wishes
went to Hanover in the summer of 1741 to be on the spot. The first of his diplo-
matic efforts was a treaty with Maria Theresa promising payment of a quarterly
subsidy to Austria; and his pro-Austrian sympathies were duly emphasised
when he collected an army for the defence of Hanover against Prussia. The
movement of French troops over the Rhine, ostensibly to support Charles of
Bavaria's imperial candidature, frightened George out of his wits; and fearing
that Hanover would be subjected to a twofold attack he quickly signed a treaty
with France, pledging the electorate to neutrality and promising his personal
support of the Bavarian claimant. His British subjects were heartily disgusted
at his surrender to the hated French: it was another proof that Hanover's
interests took precedence over those of Great Britain.

Walpole's attempt to reconcile Maria Theresa and Frederick failed, and
Charles of Bavaria was elected emperor (January 1742). Early in February,
having lost the confidence of the Commons, Walpole resigned, and few
people were sorry to see him lay down the burdens of government. George
certainly was grieved at having to part company with one who had served himx
so well; but he was nevertheless delighted at the prospect of having ministers
who thought of the European situation as he did. In political circles the chief
fear was that the " premiership " of Walpole would be repeated ; and it was to